[Serum levels of oxacillin and cephalothin in patients with extracorporeal circulation during surgery].
The authors investigated the oxacillin and cephalotine serum levels in patients operated under conditions of extracorporeal circulation. They found that the time for which the patients are adequately protected against staphylococcal infection is in oxacillin cca 180 mins. and in cephalotine 150 mins. after administration of the first dose of antibiotic. They recommend to administer a second dose of the antibiotic along with protamine sulphate after removal of the aortal cannula to obtain a maximum concentration of the antibiotic in the newly formed blood clots. If the surgical operation lasts longer, they recommend to administer the antibiotic in the given time interval regardless of the operation and to administer a third dose when removing the cannula. The authors investigated a total of 30 patients. In one case they encountered an early and in another case a urinary infection.